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Q)Critically analyze whether simultaneous elections offer more

benefits than frequent elections.

he Constitution {One Hundred and
T1‘n!nl}~hi1|ﬂ| Amendmert) Bill, 2024,

that was tabled in the Lok Sabla,
propesss simultansous elections for the Lok
Sabla and State/Union Termitory Legishiive
Azemblies with the insertion of Artide B340
This ambitious reform sseks to synchronise
elections, fx the termire of the: Lok Sabha, and
simultansoely align dections to the State
Asemblies. If the Lok Sabha or a State Assembly
is dissolved befare its five-vear term, midterm
elections will anly cover the remainder of the
original tenure.

The Bill alzo amends Ariices 83, 72, and 227,
with changes effective from an ‘appainted date’,
past-2029 general elections, thereby indtiating
simultanemes elsctions in 20084, A ssoond Bll, the
Umion Territories Laws (Amendmend) Bill, 2024,
aligns the terure of Union Territories' legishitive
Asemblies with the Lok Sabha and State
Asemblies.

While the propasal seeks administrative
efficiency and reduced election fatigee, critical
questicns arise: has the 'One Nation, One
Election (080E)' process been traly inclusive and
representative? Are thene limits o our
understanding of the representative spirit of
Indian democracy?

Unler ingg; rer ive ¥
Representative democracy is a system whersn
citizens elect representatives to make decisions
on their behalf. Bocied in the principles af free
and fair elections, political accountability, and
the protection of individual rights, it alances
majarity rule with the protection of minority
imerests. This form of governance becomes
especially critical in diverse and populous
countries such as India.

The thearetical underpinmings emphasise that
elecied represeniatives act as inbermediaries,
ensuring stable governance while
accommodating competing interests. Citizens,
being too mumerous and diverse to participate
directly in govermnce, delegate autharity to their
elecied representarives. The system thrives on
periodic elections, informed citizen participation,
and instituticmal checks and balances.

Drespite its theoretical merits, representative
democracy fices growing challenges in practice.
A 2024 Pew Research Center shady across 24
nations, inchuding Brazil, India, Nigeria, South
Africa, the United Kingdom, and the United
States, revealed widespread disillesionment with
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the system. Citizens increasingly questioned its
effectiveness, with same explaring altemaives
such as direct democracy, expert rule, or even
authoritarian rq:u'n.el

In 13 countries, significant segments supporbed
strong leaders bypassing parliamentary checks,
reflecting frustration with instinstional
imefficences. Alrmingly, military rule garnened
between 15% to I7% suppart in naticns sach as
Greece, Japan, the UK., and the U158, Such trends
underseore growing distrist in representative
systems, driven by perosived inefficiencies,
corruption, and unfulfilled promises.

Jayaprakash Narayan's
Im Ineclia, kbube-ubmnmpr:s:m.mw:denﬂ:ﬂ:v
are mot new. Javapralash Narnan, in bis seminal
wark, A Plea for Reconstruction of Indian Polity
{1959, affered a deep critique of parliamentary
democracy. P argued that the reliance an
indivichial voting created an ‘somized society”,
where frgmenied, partisan politics
overshadowed the collective national interest.

JF highlighted the following defects — risks of
minority governments: In a mult-party system
like India, he warned that parfamentary
democracy risks unstable and unrepresentative
gp'\.l:rmn:m:

First, demagoguery and populism: J
highlighted how political parties manipulte
public apinion thraugh falftruths, empoy
promises, and divisive rhetoric.

Second, centralisation of power: Parliamentary
democracy, according o JF, concentrates pawer
i the state, ing intermediary i
Between citizers and the natianal gavernment.

Third, Enancial costs of elections: [P critiqued
the exnchitant cost of elsctions, tethering
democacy to moneyed interesis and bage
arganisatians.

While critical. JI's analysis aimed to reform
and strengthen demacracy. His cancermns
resonate today & India debates ONCE and its
implications for democratic r

One Nation One Election and representative democracy

mandates a minimum 30-day period for public
feedback on proposed legislatan. it requires draft
Bills io be accompanied by explnaiory notes that
chrify key provisions in accessdhle terms.
Herwever, the process adopied for ONOE fell
shart. First, inadequate consultation pericd: The
high-level committer issaed a public notice on
January 5, X024, imiting saggestions an ONOE.
Citiens were given juest 160 days — uril Janoary 18

— i respaned, undermining the spirit of the 2014
palicy. Secomd, buck of explinatory: material:
Despite the high-level commitiee being
established in September 2023, no exphnaory
nates or background papers were provided,
limiting citierrns' understanding of the propesal’s
soope and challenges. Third, framing of
questions: The high-level committee’s approach,
secking'yes/no’ respanses an supparting ONCOE,
appeared perfunctary, giving the impression the
maiier was already settled.

Surh procedural lapses risk alienating citizens
and stakeholders, undermining trust in the
refrm process. Ina diverse democracy like
India, meaningful public engagement is vital to
ensure that policy reflects varied perspectives
and fosters comsensus.

Implications for representative democracy
The (NOE Bill raises critical questions about the
represemtatie mature of Indian democracy. First,
centralisation versss federalism: synchronising
elections risks a further centralising of power,
p-nlmvi:llvund:nnilﬂrmme&deﬂ]q:iri:dﬂu
Canstitutian. State-spacific isues may be
weershadawed by national narratives, Second,
inclusivity and participation: by curtailing
cansuliation and rushing refomms, the
government risks sidelining citizens” woices,
weakening democratic inchusivity. Third,
elecioral accountahility: frequemnt elections, whils
respurce-intersive, enhance acoountability by
enahiling voters to evaluate povernments
regularhy. Simnltmmnielecﬁnmcnﬂddﬂulemis

For a reform as significant as ONOE, an
inchusive and representative process i crucial. In
representative democracies, public opinian
shapes policy, holding governments acooumtable
i citizens’ aspirations and conocerns. To achieve
this, prelegishtive consultation becomes
indispensabile, enabling policymakers to giher
diverse views, address challenges, and enbance
ArEEparency.

The Pre-Legisative Cansultation Palicy, 2004,

India’s kmncmriﬁnmtnr\.ﬂm citizen
participatian, inchisivity, and acocountabiliy.
Refarms such as ONOE, while aimed at efficency,
st not compramise these principles. A rushed
process undermuines trust and risks
centralization. COnldy by adhering to the principles
above can our democracy remain truly
represemtative in letter and spirit.
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HOW, WHAT & WHEN OF JOINT ELECTIONS

How will elections be
synchronised?
In 2 stages, says panel report.
Step 1: Simultaneous polls to
be held for Lok Sabha, state
assemblies. Constitutional
amendment needed, but no
ratification by states required.
Step 2: Local body polls to be
held within 100 days of LS &
elections. Amendment
for this will require ratification
by at least half the states.
How will a cutoff date be
fixed and varying assembly
tenures adjusted?
President will, through a

i.:’_

Former President Kovind gives

report to President Murmu

notification, bring simultaneous
polls into force on the date

of first sitting of Lok Sabha
after a general election. This
becomes the ‘appointed date'.
Assemblies for which elections

are held after this date will
have tenure only till next Lok
Sabha elections (which will
be simultaneous)

What happens if there is a
hung House or governing party
loses trust vote?

Elections will be held for the
remaining period of the
five-year term

When will simultaneous
elections kick in?

After legislative changes are
undertaken, President will
notify the ‘appointed date’
on the first day the newly
elected LS sits
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Benefits of Simultaneous Election

Key recommendations \

Sy~ . . . » Simultaneous election by 2029 Y
» Reduce the significant expenditure associated with ¥ \ ‘ ‘
conducting separate elections annually. » Amending the Constitution in two steps '
« Prevent prolonged imposition of the Model Code of * In the first step, simultaneous elections h
Conduct will be held to Lok Sabha and State &\
QICHC Assemblies. -
a.In the second step, elections to >
» Minimise disruptions to public life caused by frequent municipalities and the panchayats v \
polls. will be synchronised with the rest.

b.Insertion of Article 324A

» Crucial manpower can be freed up for other essential  Single electoral roll and election ID
tasks. -

Al
"~

« In case of a hung house, fresh elections /
« Governments can focus more on governance rather than will be conducted for the rest of the / {
constant election campaigning. I, v \ ‘ \

: - A : 33\ * Rejected the Germany model of
» Reduces disruption to essential services, thus mitigating bringing no-confidence motion against a | [

policy paralysis. government ¢

P
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The “One Nation, One Election” proposal seeks to synchronize elections to the
Lok Sabha and state assemblies, which proponents argue will reduce
election-related costs. However, concerns exist that this could centralize
power and undermine India’s federal structure.

1 .Diminished State Autonomy: Synchronizing elections could reduce states’
ability to independently govern their electoral timelines, thus weakening their
autonomy.

E.Q., Arficle 172 provides states the flexibility to dissolve assemblies; this could be
restricted under the new system.

2. National Issues Overshadowing Regional Concerns: Simultaneous elections
may lead to national issues dominating the discourse, sidelining state-specific
Issues.

3. Increased Influence of National Parties: A combined election could
strengthen national political parties at the cost of regional parties, skewing
political power in favor of the center.



1.Undermining Regional Representation: Regional parties and leaders may find
it difficult to highlight localized concerns in a joint election, leading to
underrepresentation of diverse voices in governance.

2. Reduced Accountability of State Governments: Holding elections at different
iIntervals ensures continuous accountability for state governments; simultaneous
elections could reduce this check.

3. Challenges in Codlition Governments: Simultaneous elections could result in
more codalition governments at both state and national levels, creating
governance instability.

4. Judicial Constraints: The judiciary may have to frequently intervene to ensure
political stability if simultaneous elections result in early dissolutions or hung
assemblies.



Challenge of holding judges accountable
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The challenge of holding judges accountable
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Context

+** Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav’s speech at a Vishwa
Hindu Parishad event, showing bias against
Muslims, has raised concerns about the challenges
in holding higher court judges accountable in
India.




The judges need to be accountable

¢ Judges are the guardians of the Constitution and are expected to exhibit the highest
ethical standards to maintain public trust in the judiciary.

¢ Accountability ensures that the judiciary acts as a fair and impartial arbiter, without
overstepping or undermining democratic institutions.

+¢ Judicial independence is vital, but unchecked power can lead to misconduct or corruption,
as seen in cases like Justice V. Ramaswami and Justice Soumitra Sen.

** Accountability is critical to reinforcing public confidence in the judiciary, especially in a
democracy where the judiciary acts as a check on other branches of government.



Accountability Mechanism for Judges

R

% The process for holding judges accountable is governed by the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968,
supported by Articles 124(4), 124(5), 217, and 218 of the Indian Constitution.

» A judge can only be removed based on "proved misbehaviour or incapacity" as determined by
a three-member committee comprising:

» A Supreme Court judge

% A Chief Justice of a High Court

»* An eminent jurist

Impeachment Process:
* Initiation of impeachment requires a motion in either the Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha, approved
by the respective presiding officer.

** Removal demands a two-thirds majority of members present and voting in both Houses of
Parliament.



Reforms required to ensure accountability of judges

Continue Investigations Post-Resignation:
¢ Resignation should not end an investigation, as it allows accused judges to
evade accountability.

¢ Legal reforms must ensure the continuation of proceedings to establish
guilt or innocence, irrespective of resignation.

¢ Establish a more robust framework to investigate allegations without
requiring parliamentary approval at the initial stages.

Revisiting the Judges (Inquiry) Act:
** Amendments are needed to address procedural delays and reduce political
interference in impeachment motions.




40 anniversary of bhopal gas tfragedy

M.P. govt. begins disposal of toxic

waste from Union Carbide factory

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh go-
vernment has begun the
process to dispose of 337
tonnes of toxic waste ac-
cumulated on the premises
of Union Carbide India Ltd.
in the State capital, Bho-
pal, 40 years after the dis-
aster, senior officials aware
of the developments said
on Sunday.

The waste is expected to
be moved to the Pitham-
pur industrial area near In-
dore late on Sunday or
Monday night.

Confirming the develop-
ment to The Hindu, Bhopal
gas tragedy relief and reha-
bilitation Department di-
rector Swatantra Kumar
Singh said the packing and
stacking of the waste mate-
rial was currently under
way at the Union Carbide
factory site under the su-
pervision of the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) and the Madhya
Pradesh Pollution Control
Board (MPPCB).

Once packed, the toxic
and chemical waste will be

Union Carbide factory in Bhopal on Sunday. AM.FARUQUI

dispatched to a Treatment,
Storage, and Disposal Fa-
cility (TSDF) in Pithampur
of Dhar district, Mr. Singh
said, adding that the move-
ment of the waste may be-
gin late on Sunday or Mon-
day night, depending on
when it is completely
packed.

“We have arranged for
12 specially designed air-
tight containers for the
waste and currently the
waste is being packed in
airtight bags and loaded
onto the containers. Once
done, the containers will
be loaded in 12 trucks and

dispatched to Pithampur,”
he said. “We cannot con-
firm the exact time when it
will be moved due to secur-
ity reasons and the waste is
also being packed with ne-
cessary precautions so we
cannot rush it. It could be
either Sunday or Monday
night,” he said, adding that
specially trained workers
have been called in to pack
and load the waste.

Mr. Singh also said thata
green corridor of about
250 kilometres would be
prepared for the move-
ment of the waste. He said
the workers were staying

on the factory campus and
all arrangements had been
made for them.

“A particular team of
workers only does a 30-45
minute shift instead of a

regular 89 hour shift as |

longer exposure to the
waste may be harmful for
them,” he added.

Meanwhile, security
personnel have been de-
ployed in large numbers in
and around the UCIL pre-
mises in Bhopal and move-
ment of transport vehicles
has been witnessed since
Saturday.

Earlier on December 3,
the Madhya Pradesh High
Court had set a four-week
deadline for the authorities
for the disposal of the toxic
waste.

Referring to the High
Court’s directions, Mr.
Singh on December 27
wrote to multiple authori-
ties, including the Pitham-
pur Industrial Waste Man-
agement Pvt. Ltd. that has
been tasked with the pack-
ing, loading, transporting
and incinerating the waste
material, to start the dispo-
sal process.

Context

*»» Bhopal Gas Tragedy, which is considered the
worst industrial disaster in history that occurred
in the Union Carbide India Limited (UCIL)
pesticide plant of Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.

¢ This event left a lasting imprint on public health,
the environment, and industrial safety practices,
moreover killed thousands of people instantly
and left lasting scars on survivors, future
generations, and the environment.




Bhopal Gas Tragedy 1984

** The Union Carbide India Limited (UCIL) owned by the Indian
subsidiary of the American firm union carbide corporation
was established in 1969 and the primary objective was to
produce the pesticide named Sevin, with the brand name
for carbaryl.

¢ The production process involved the use of methyl isocyanate
(MIC) as an intermediary. The Bhopal Gas Tragedy 1984 took
place on December 2nd, 1984 where around 40 tons of MIC
gas leaked into the atmosphere over several hours.

+»* People woke up coughing, choking, and experiencing severe
burns and irritation in their eyes and lungs.

** In just a few hours hundreds of people died, many people
tried to cross the border of Bhopal. This incidence left people
with many health diseases, respiratory issues, maladies and
blindness resulting from exposure to toxic gas.

MADHYA
PRADESH

1.25 miles

CASUALTY ToLL (Official figures)
Deaths (Dec 3-6, 1984): 3,787
Injured: 5,58,125, including 3,900
permanently disabled

Activists say 25,000 people have
died, with a further 1,00,000 still
suffering from different sicknesses




Bhopal Gas Tragedy Causes

** Bhopal Gas Tragedy is considered the world’s
worst industrial disaster due to the loss of human
lives, environmental, and economic losses. That
incident was caused due to technical failures,
managerial negligence, and systemic issues.

2 ? 20
The Fail-Safe Failure . = S o

+* Union Carbide plant in Bhopal was not designed
to handle hazardous chemicals like MIC. Multiple
tanks were connected, increasing the risk of leaks.
¢ The refrigeration system had been shut down to L= ST S
cut costs, and the flare tower was out of service.

¢ Union Carbide Corporation (UCC) prioritized profit over safety. Audits and maintenance schedules were neglected to
minimize expenses.

** The plant stored large quantities of MIC, exceeding safety limits which increased the risk of a sudden and total failure
that is impossible to recover from.



Bhopal Gas Tragedy Government Responses

+* The Government of India responses to the Bhopal Gas Tragedy evolved over time, including immediate
relief measures, legal actions, and long-term policy changes.

¢ The Indian government passed the Bhopal Gas Leak Disaster (Processing of Claims) Act, 1985. In 1989,
the government negotiated a $470 million settlement with Union Carbide Corporation (UCC) which was
criticised as insufficient according to the losses from the tragedy.

¢ The Bhopal disaster initiated significant changes in India’s regulatory framework for environmental and
industrial safety:

¢ Environment Protection Act, 1986: Gave the government powers to protect and improve the
environment.

** Amendments to the Factories Act, 1948: Introduced stricter safety provisions for industries handling
hazardous materials.

¢ Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991: Ensured quick compensation for victims of industrial accidents
without lengthy cases.



Space Docking experiment (

ISRO to sign

off 2024 with space
docking experiment mission today

‘The Polar Satellite Launch Vehide will place two satellites, Chaser and Target. into orbit; the two spacecraft will attempt

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALLSU

he Indian Space Re-
Tsc;m:h Organisy-

tion & set to end
the year with the bunch of
the PSLV C60/SpaDeX mis-
sion on Monday. The Palar
Satellite Launch Vehicle &
scheduled to lift off at 9.58
p.m. from the Satxh Dha-
wan Space Centre in
Sriharikota.

The space agency, for
the first time, will be at-
tempting the Space Dock-
ing Experiment (SpaDeX),
which will demonstrate in-
space docking using two
small spacecraft.

According to the RO,
SpabeX is designed to de-
velop and demonstrate the
technology needed for spa-
cecraft rendezvous, dock-
ing, and undocking usng
two small satellites. *Spa-
DeX will serve as a miles-
tone mn advancing India's
capabilities in space dock-
ing, a critical technology
for future space missions,
including atellite servic-
ing, space station opera

toos, and interplanetary
missians,” it said. The de-
monstration of this tech-
nology is essential for futu-
ristic missons such as
sending an Indian astro-
maut an the moon, sample
return from the moon, the
building and operatson of
an Indian space station.

The PSIN-C60  will
Eunch the two small spa-
cecraft, Chaser and Target,
also mamed SDXO! and
SDX02, weighing abouwt
220 kg each, into a 470-km
circular orbit at 2 55-de-
gree indination separately.
The SDXO2 spacecraft will
be the first to separate 15
minutes after the launch
followed by the SDXOI a
few seconds hater.

Incremental velocity

“The demonstrated preci-
sian of the PSLV vehicle
will be utilised to give a
small relative velocity bet-
ween the Target and Chas-
er spacecraft at the time of
separation from the bunch
vehacle. This incremental
velocity will allow the Tar-
gt spacecraft to build a 10-

docking in the first week of January; the exercise is expected 1o serve as a stepping stone to India’s future space missions

20 km nter-sateliite sepa-
ration with respect to the
Chaser within a day. At this
point, the relative velocity
between the Target will be
compensated using the
propuksion system of the
Target spacecraft,” the IS
RO said.

It added that at the end
of this drift arrest na-
neoeuvre, Tanget and Chas-
er will be in the same orbit
with identical velocity but
separated by about 20 km,
known as Far Rendezvous.
*With a similar strategy of
mtroducing and then com-
pensating for a small rela-
tive velocity between the
two spacecraft, the Chaser
will approach the Target
with progressively reduced
mter-atellite distances, ul
timately leading to the
docking of the two space-
craft,” it added. The dock-
mg & expected to take
place in the frst week of
Jamuary.

Twenty-four PS4-Orbital
Experiment Module pay-
loads will be also be flown
onboard the PSLNV-CS0
SpaDeX massion.

Countdown begins: The launch wehiclo being moved %0 the St

Lunch pad of the Satish Dhawan Space Coatre. P1)

The SPADEX mission is a collaborative initiative
by the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO).

SPADEX, which stands for Space Docking
Experiment, is a twin spacecraft mission with a
focus on advancing technologies related to
orbital rendezvous, docking, formation flying,
and in-space satellite servicing.

‘ | —

s The Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) is set to launch its Space Docking
Experiment (SpaDeX) onboard the
PSLV-C60 rocket.



What is Space Docking?

% Space docking refers to the process of
bringing two spacecraft together in orbit to

physically link them. This technology is /‘ !

essential for a variety of advanced space e

missions, including: ISRO is set to launch the
SpaDeX Mission,

< Human spaceflight missions, such as a groundbreaking experirpent showcasing India’s
indigenous in-space docking technology designed

sending humans to the Moon and later for future space programs.
bringing lunar samples back to Earth.

< Building and operating a space station,
such as India’s planned Bharatiya Antariksh
Station.

% Satellite servicing missions, where one
spacecraft can dock with another to perform
Mmaintenance or refueling.




» SpaDeX is a key mission for ISRO as it aims to demonstrate India's capabil
in orbital docking.

» If successful, it will place India alongside space giants like China, Russia, and
the United States, who have already achieved docking technology.

* The mission also supports cost-effective satellite operations, especially in
scenarios where multiple rocket launches are needed to achieve shared
objectives.

Key Details of the SpaDeX Mission:
< Primary Payloads: The mission involves two spacecraft—SDXO01
(Chaser) and SDXO02 (Target)—that will be launched into an orbit 5 km apart.

% Mission Process: Over the course of 10 to 14 days, ISRO scientists will attempt
to bring the two spacecraft closer to a distance of just 3 meters before they
dock at an altitude of 470 km above Earth.

< Launch Vehicle: The PSLV-C60 is the rocket carrying the SpaDeX mission.
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