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Q)Critically analyze whether simultaneous elections offer more 
benefits than frequent elections.





The “One Nation, One Election” proposal seeks to synchronize elections to the 
Lok Sabha and state assemblies, which proponents argue will reduce 
election-related costs. However, concerns exist that this could centralize 
power and undermine India’s federal structure. 

1.Diminished State Autonomy: Synchronizing elections could reduce states’ 
ability to independently govern their electoral timelines, thus weakening their 
autonomy. 
E.g., Article 172 provides states the flexibility to dissolve assemblies; this could be 
restricted under the new system. 

2. National Issues Overshadowing Regional Concerns: Simultaneous elections 
may lead to national issues dominating the discourse, sidelining state-specific 
issues.

 3. Increased Influence of National Parties: A combined election could 
strengthen national political parties at the cost of regional parties, skewing 
political power in favor of the center. 



1.Undermining Regional Representation: Regional parties and leaders may find 
it difficult to highlight localized concerns in a joint election, leading to 
underrepresentation of diverse voices in governance. 

2. Reduced Accountability of State Governments: Holding elections at different 
intervals ensures continuous accountability for state governments; simultaneous 
elections could reduce this check.

3. Challenges in Coalition Governments: Simultaneous elections could result in 
more coalition governments at both state and national levels, creating 
governance instability. 

4. Judicial Constraints: The judiciary may have to frequently intervene to ensure 
political stability if simultaneous elections result in early dissolutions or hung 
assemblies. 



Challenge of holding judges accountable

Context

❖ Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav’s speech at a Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad event, showing bias against 
Muslims, has raised concerns about the challenges 
in holding higher court judges accountable in 
India.



The judges need to be accountable

❖ Judges are the guardians of the Constitution and are expected to exhibit the highest 
ethical standards to maintain public trust in the judiciary.

❖ Accountability ensures that the judiciary acts as a fair and impartial arbiter, without 
overstepping or undermining democratic institutions.

❖ Judicial independence is vital, but unchecked power can lead to misconduct or corruption, 
as seen in cases like Justice V. Ramaswami and Justice Soumitra Sen.

❖ Accountability is critical to reinforcing public confidence in the judiciary, especially in a 
democracy where the judiciary acts as a check on other branches of government.



Accountability Mechanism for Judges

❖ The process for holding judges accountable is governed by the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968, 
supported by Articles 124(4), 124(5), 217, and 218 of the Indian Constitution.

❖ A judge can only be removed based on "proved misbehaviour or incapacity" as determined by 
a three-member committee comprising:

❖ A Supreme Court judge
❖ A Chief Justice of a High Court
❖ An eminent jurist

Impeachment Process:
❖ Initiation of impeachment requires a motion in either the Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha, approved 

by the respective presiding officer.

❖ Removal demands a two-thirds majority of members present and voting in both Houses of 
Parliament.



Reforms required to ensure accountability of judges

Continue Investigations Post-Resignation:
❖ Resignation should not end an investigation, as it allows accused judges to 

evade accountability.

❖ Legal reforms must ensure the continuation of proceedings to establish 
guilt or innocence, irrespective of resignation.

❖ Establish a more robust framework to investigate allegations without 
requiring parliamentary approval at the initial stages.

Revisiting the Judges (Inquiry) Act:
❖ Amendments are needed to address procedural delays and reduce political 

interference in impeachment motions.



40 anniversary of bhopal gas tragedy

Context

❖ Bhopal Gas Tragedy, which is considered the 
worst industrial disaster in history that occurred 
in the Union Carbide India Limited (UCIL) 
pesticide plant of Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. 

❖ This event left a lasting imprint on public health, 
the environment, and industrial safety practices, 
moreover killed thousands of people instantly 
and left lasting scars on survivors, future 
generations, and the environment.



Bhopal Gas Tragedy 1984

❖ The Union Carbide India Limited (UCIL) owned by the Indian 
subsidiary of the American firm union carbide corporation 
was established in 1969 and the primary objective was to 
produce the pesticide named Sevin, with the brand name 
for carbaryl. 

❖ The production process involved the use of methyl isocyanate 
(MIC) as an intermediary. The Bhopal Gas Tragedy 1984 took 
place on December 2nd, 1984 where around 40 tons of MIC 
gas leaked into the atmosphere over several hours. 

❖ People woke up coughing, choking, and experiencing severe 
burns and irritation in their eyes and lungs.

❖ In just a few hours hundreds of people died, many people 
tried to cross the border of Bhopal. This incidence left people 
with many health diseases, respiratory issues, maladies and 
blindness resulting from exposure to toxic gas. 



Bhopal Gas Tragedy Causes

❖ Bhopal Gas Tragedy is considered the world’s 
worst industrial disaster due to the loss of human 
lives, environmental, and economic losses. That 
incident was caused due to technical failures, 
managerial negligence, and systemic issues. 

❖ Union Carbide plant in Bhopal was not designed 
to handle hazardous chemicals like MIC. Multiple 
tanks were connected, increasing the risk of leaks. 

❖ The refrigeration system had been shut down to 
cut costs, and the flare tower was out of service.

❖ Union Carbide Corporation (UCC) prioritized profit over safety. Audits and maintenance schedules were neglected to 
minimize expenses.

❖ The plant stored large quantities of MIC, exceeding safety limits which increased the risk of a sudden and total failure 
that is impossible to recover from.



Bhopal Gas Tragedy Government Responses

❖ The Government of India responses to the Bhopal Gas Tragedy evolved over time, including immediate 
relief measures, legal actions, and long-term policy changes. 

❖ The Indian government passed the Bhopal Gas Leak Disaster (Processing of Claims) Act, 1985. In 1989, 
the government negotiated a $470 million settlement with Union Carbide Corporation (UCC) which was 
criticised as insufficient according to the losses from the tragedy.

❖ The Bhopal disaster initiated significant changes in India’s regulatory framework for environmental and 
industrial safety:

❖ Environment Protection Act, 1986: Gave the government powers to protect and improve the 
environment.

❖ Amendments to the Factories Act, 1948: Introduced stricter safety provisions for industries handling 
hazardous materials.

❖ Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991: Ensured quick compensation for victims of industrial accidents 
without lengthy cases.



Space Docking experiment (SpaDex)

❖ The Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) is set to launch its Space Docking 
Experiment (SpaDeX) onboard the 
PSLV-C60 rocket.



What is Space Docking?

❖ Space docking refers to the process of 
bringing two spacecraft together in orbit to 
physically link them. This technology is 
essential for a variety of advanced space 
missions, including:

❖Human spaceflight missions, such as 
sending humans to the Moon and later 
bringing lunar samples back to Earth.

❖Building and operating a space station, 
such as India’s planned Bharatiya Antariksh 
Station.

❖ Satellite servicing missions, where one 
spacecraft can dock with another to perform 
maintenance or refueling.



❖ SpaDeX is a key mission for ISRO as it aims to demonstrate India's capability 
in orbital docking. 

❖ If successful, it will place India alongside space giants like China, Russia, and 
the United States, who have already achieved docking technology.

❖ The mission also supports cost-effective satellite operations, especially in 
scenarios where multiple rocket launches are needed to achieve shared 
objectives.

Key Details of the SpaDeX Mission:
❖ Primary Payloads: The mission involves two spacecraft—SDX01 

(Chaser) and SDX02 (Target)—that will be launched into an orbit 5 km apart.

❖ Mission Process: Over the course of 10 to 14 days, ISRO scientists will attempt 
to bring the two spacecraft closer to a distance of just 3 meters before they 
dock at an altitude of 470 km above Earth.

❖ Launch Vehicle: The PSLV-C60 is the rocket carrying the SpaDeX mission.
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